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T H E I R  O N L Y  H O P E —  
U D A A N  P r o j e c t  i n  I n d i a  
Brain Injury and its Comprehensive Treatment 

An unconventional approach brings joy and 
sensory stimulation for these children, who are 
usually seen as “unable” and marginal members 
of society.  For most special needs children in 
India, family and friends tend to shy away from 
including them in these types of activities, but at 
UDAAN, the children are the central focus of 
plays, dress up parties, musical performances, 
and ballets. 

The clinic’s name UDAAN is a Hindi language 
word that means Flight (see above logo).  Ac-
cording to the clinic’s founders, “It symbolises 
the flight of the spirit from the confines of dis-

(Continued on page 2) 

In the up and coming economy of India, children with Brain Injury 
and neurological deficits have found new hope for recovery.  In a 
country where children with special needs can be a stigma to the fam-
ily, a team of doctors, nurses and staff, known as the UDAAN Project, 
are making a real difference in the lives of children labeled unrecover-
able. 

What is so different about the UDAAN model of care?  This clinic 
incorporates a variety of treatment modalities best suited to the indi-
vidual child’s needs.  It sounds simple, but where routine clinical 
therapies follow a set formula according to the diagnosis of the child, 
UDAAN follows each child’s progress, reactions, and outcomes quite 
closely—modifying the treatment as needed. 

Therapies available at UDAAN range 
from Physical, Occupational, Speech 
Therapy and Special Education to Herbal 
Neuro-restorative supplements, Acu-
puncture, Botox / Phenol block, Biofeed-
back, Pulsed Magnetic Field Therapy—
and yes, hyperbaric oxygenation!   

Since most children that come to 
UDAAN have been through the usual 
means of treatment for children with 
neurological injuries, parents are open to 
the promise that new types of treatment 
hold.  With regard to disabled children, 

conventional medicine avoids therapies such as hyperbaric oxygena-
tion, much like in the US. 

However, at UDAAN, it is their child-centered approach to therapy 
that sets them apart—with great results.  Medical Director, Arun 
Mukherjee related the outcome of a child with physically only half of 
his brain.  Since the center’s reception of this child with an otherwise 
grim prognosis, the child can speak, clap and perform many other 
tasks once thought to be impossible for such a child. 

 Besides the medical therapies provided to children, the center under-
stands the role that art, music, dance the performing arts plays in the 
lives of children—even for children with disabilities.   

Inside this issue: 

A  C l o s e r  L o o k  

Hyperbaric Oxygen is a method to 
enhance oxygen delivery to 

ischemic damaged dormant areas 
of the brain to revive them. 
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abilities: a trait that we try to 
inculcate in these children.” 

The UDAAN Project is the brain-child of The Mukher-
jee family.  Under the direction of Dr. Mukherjee, chil-
dren are diagnosed, treated and loved.  Dr. Mukherjee’s 
wife, Shubra is the center’s principal.  Their daughter 
Dhriti, trained in Special education and Psychology, 
and daughter Aparajita have worked with their parents 
to see the efforts of the center come to fruition. 

Today the center is 
run by the Mukherjee 
family and collegues.  
FSMHP (Foundation 
for Spastic and Men-
tally Handicapped 
Persons), a charitable 
organization of the 

UDAAN clinic runs mainly with the help of donations 
by the clinic’s personal funds, and monies raised from 
grateful patients, relations, friends, and sympathetic 
visitors to the center.  UDAAN/ FSMHP has also gen-
erated funds from plays by the center’s kids, and an 
exhibition of calendars, greeting cards, and other art-
works and knick-knacks made by patients. 

UDAAN also invites participants, sponsors and donors 
to help in setting up the Institute for Neurodevelopmen-
tal Disabilities Interventional Research Activities 
(INDIRA Project).  The center is covered under Section 
80G of the I.T. Act and is registered under the FC(R)A 
to receive donations and equipment from foreign con-
tributors. 

In India, UDAAN is aided by the Ministry of Social 
Justice & Empowerment, a Government entity and is 
recognized for its work with children suffering from 
Autism, CP, Down’s Syndrome, Mental Retardation, 
Klippel Fiel Syndrome (KFS), Fragile X Syndrome, 
ADHD, and other Neurodevelopmental disabilities. 

For more information about UDAAN and to contribute 
to FSMHP and INDIRA, contact Dr. Mukherjee at:  

FSMHP-UDAAN,  A-59 Kai lash  Colony 
New Delhi 110048; INDIA; Phone: (91-11)-51631140;  
Mobile: (91)-9811157839; Residence Phone: (91-11)-
26446978 

Visit their website: www.udaan.org 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wisconsin Integrative Hyperbaric Center is 

pleased to announce the opening of its new 

facility in the Madison area.  The hyperbaric 

center specializes in the treatment of Neuro-

logical Conditions, such as Cerebral Palsy, Ge-

netic Disorders, Autism, Traumatic Brain Injury, 

Stroke, Multiple Sclerosis, as well as other hy-

perbaric indications. 

As the Premier Hyperbaric Center in the State, 

Wisconsin Integrative Hyperbaric Center 

serves the Madison/Greater Dane County and 

is geared to serve patients from surrounding 

states.  Medical services are provided by 

Fitchburg Medical Associates. 

 

T h e i r  O n l y  H o p e :   
UDAAN Multi-Mode Therapy in India 

Featuring: 

 

Specialized Packages 

Airport pickup/ drop-off 

Hotel Discounts 

Wisconsin Integ rat ive   
H y p e r b a r i c  Center 

A  P l a c e  o f  G r a c e  
UDAAN: a family effort. 

Dr. Arun Mukherjee, Mrs. Shubra Muk-
herjee, Dhriti and Aparajita. 

UDAAN Family and colleagues 

NOW OPEN 
HOURS:  
 M-F 8AM TO 6PM 
 SATURDAY 
 BY APPOINTMENT  

Wisconsin Integrative 
H y p e r b a r i c  Center 

6200 Nesbitt Road 
Suite B 

 Fitchburg, WI 53719  

(877)  278-HBOT 
(608)  278– 4268 

Easily located at 

the Intersection of 

Verona Rd and 

Hwy PD  

(608) 278-4268 
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Oxygen is OptionalOxygen is Optional  

at  IHAat  IHA -- SponsoredSponsored   
“R“REACHINGEACHING  FORFOR  THETHE S STARSTARS” ”   
  CP C  CP CUREURE C CONFERENCEONFERENCE..  

Somehow a Paul Harch lecture on the use of Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy for CP became “optional” at the first an-
nual Reaching for the Stars Cerebral Palsy conference in 
Atlanta. The International Hyperbaric Association spon-
sored the April 16, 2005 event, produced by the Reaching 
for the Stars Foundation (RFTS). 
Dr. Paul Harch, MD was not even listed as a speaker, nor 
was he allowed to lecture until after the conference officially 
ended. Dr. Harch has authored or co-authored over two 
dozen HBOT-related articles, numerous chapters in The 
Textbook of Hyperbaric Medicine, including HBOT for 
Cerebral Palsy and testified twice before the United States 
Congress on the use of HBOT for brain-injury. 
Reaching for the Stars co-founder Cynthia Gray stated, “The 
reason [Dr. Harch’s lecture] was optional is that there wasn't 
a possibility of adding another mandatory hour to the con-
ference. No one else speaking was a paying vendor.” 
In addition to the IHA, the conference was also sponsored 
by Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA) and actually 
held at a CHOA facility--where CHOA had one of the larg-
est, most prominent booths in the vendor area. Seven of the 
eleven speakers on the speaker’s roster were either CHOA 
doctors or therapists. 
CHOA was the only sponsor singled out for additional ap-
preciation, “We especially thank Children's Healthcare of 
Atlanta for co-presenting this conference with us and for 
their outstanding support and assistance in making this con-
ference a reality.” (reachingforthestars.org/sponsors.htm) 
 
RFTS Founded by Parents of CP 
Children 
R e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a r s 
(reachingforthestars.org) was founded 
in 2004 by mothers Anna Marie Cham-
pion and Cynthia Frisina Gray. 
Anna Marie’s daughter, Morgan Cham-
pion, is now five years old and the twin 
sister of Katelyn. According to her 
mother, Morgan can walk with a walker 
and is taking dance and/or ballet les-
sons. 
Anna Marie was confined to bedrest the 
last two months of her pregnancy be-

fore her twins were born prematurely at seven months 
(reachingforthestars.org/annamarie.htm). 
Cathryn Gray is the daughter of RFTS co-founder Cynthia 
Gray. She’ll be five years old on October 25th. She was a 
“29 weeker” and weighed just 3 1/2 pounds at birth. Cynthia 
was also confined to bedrest for some 15 weeks before 
Cathryn was born (reachingforthestars.org/cindy.htm). 
Mother Cynthia states, “Cathryn has progressed beyond our 
expectations and is happily thriving in school, taking ballet 
and one of the happiest children we know.” 
The Reaching for the Stars logo features a child with the 
motor and balance skills to stand up, bear weight, and reach 
up for a star while holding a cane that provides minimal 
support. 
 
Patients of Dr. Janice E. Brunstrom 
Both Morgan Champion and Cathryn Gray are patients of 
Dr. Janice E. Brunstrom. Dr. Brunstrom is believed to be the 
only pediatric neurologist in the world who also suffers from 
cerebral palsy herself. 
At reachingforthestars.org/anna 
marie.htm, Anna Marie wrote, 
“Coincidentally, my grandmother 
sent me an article she read about Dr. 
Janice Brunstrom, a pediatric neu-
rologist who also had Cerebral Palsy, 
and I immediately called for an ap-
pointment.” 
Cynthia Gray wrote, “Somewhere 
between wondering ‘why Cathryn?’ 
and complaining that there didn't 
seem to be any progressive research or treatments out there 
that I could find, I happened to run across an article about 
Dr. Janice Brunstrom, a neurologist with St. Louis Chil-
dren's Hospital, who happened to have CP herself and was 
in the process of working on a variety of unprecedented 
breakthroughs and research studies regarding children with 
CP. This really turned things around for us. I made an ap-
pointment for Cathryn that day and resolved that we would 
actively pursue the best medical experts dealing with chil-
dren with CP, wherever theymight be.”  
(reachingforthestars.org/cindy.htm) 
 
Brunstrom Gave Two RFTS Lectures 
Dr. Brunstrom was the first speaker at the first annual 
Reaching for the Stars conference. 
Her first one-hour lecture was "Hope, Faith, and Help To 
Move a Mountain: Redefining the Future of Cerebral Palsy." 
Following the Medtronic-sponsored lunch break (Medtronic 
manufactures the Baclofen pump), Dr. Brunstrom’s second 
lecture was "Improving Strength for Enhanced Motor Abil-
ity: A Unique Perspective." 
A Medline (ncbi.nlm.nih.gov:80/entrez/query) keyword 
search of “Brunstrom JE” yields twelve articles. Seven focus 
on the migration of neurons in the developing brain. 
Dr. Murray Goldstein, Medical Director of the United Cere-
bral Palsy (UCP) Research and Educational Foundation, 
strongly believes in-utero interruptions of neuronal migra-
tions to be a primary cause of cerebral palsy. At the 3rd 
International Symposium on HBOT for the Brain-Injured 

(Continued on page 4) 

By David Freels 

Brunstrom 
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Child (2003), Dr. Goldstein gave an im-
promptu, unsolicited talk for nearly 20 minutes 
on neuronal migration. At the same time Gold-
stein refused to answer a question asked re-
peatedly by audience members: What percent-
age of CP children have cerebral palsy as the 
result of an hypoxic-ischemic event? 
As reported here earlier, UCP is financing and 
dictating the protocol of an HBOT-for-cp 
s t u d y  d e s i g n e d  t o  f a i l .  S e e 
http://ihausa.org/newsletters/newsletter/pdf/20
04_Oct_Nov.pdf . 
 
Brunstrom: No To HBOT 
An informal survey through Internet listservs 
of other parents whose children have been 
seen by Dr. Brunstrom revealed she’s like 
nearly all pediatric neurologists: Dr. Brun-
strom has never prescribed or even recom-
mended hyperbaric oxygen for a CP child. In 
fact, she discourages families from even trying 
HBOT. 
However, according to David Deister of the 
Kansas City, Missouri Hyperbaric Healing 
Institute (www.HHI-KC.com), a Brunstrom 
patient they treated made tremendous develop-
mental gains from HBOT, but Dr. Brunstrom 
refused to acknowledge the improvements 
came from Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy. Deis-
ter said he even attempted to speak personally 
to Dr. Brunstrom, but she was unreceptive and 
declined the opportunity to learn more. 
Emails and in-person inquiries from several 
people asking if Brunstrom would be inter-
ested in trying HBOT for herself have gone 
unanswered. 
At the Reaching for the Stars conference, Dr. 
Brunstrom chose to leave for the airport just as 
the conference ended. She missed the chance 
to hear Dr. Harch’s lecture. 
 
RFTS Purpose: Find a CP Cure 
The goal of the Reaching for the Stars Founda-
tion is to find a cure for cerebral palsy. 
“Although cerebral palsy is not yet ‘curable’ in 
the accepted sense, training and therapy can 
help improve function and many promising 
therapies and treatments are currently being 
investigated. 
RFTS, Inc. is a world-class research founda-
tion started by and for the parents of children 
with Cerebral Palsy centered on the belief that 
leading-edge pediatric research can lead to 
cures and new treatments of CP.” 
(http://reachingforthestars.org/). 

(Continued from page 3) 

Shannon Kenitz of the International Hyperbaric Association agreed to help 
sponsor the first RFTS conference. “The IHA is certainly supportive of 
anyone who wants to find a cure for cerebral palsy.” 
 
RFTS First Invited Neubauer, Kenitz 
According to Anna Marie Champion, RFTS first contacted and invited Dr. 
Richard Neubauer to speak as a medical expert on HBOT. Next, RFTS 
contacted Shannon Kenitz to make a presentation about Hyperbaric Oxy-
gen Therapy from a parent’s perspective. Shannon’s daughter Grace Kenitz 
suffers from an extremely rare mitochondrial disorder.  At one time Grace-
was one of four known cases in the entire world. Today she is the only 
survivor, thanks to HBOT. 
Because RFTS was a new organization started by mothers of impaired 
children, Ms. Kenitz, acting as an IHA Representative, also offered for the 
IHA to sponsor the first annual Reaching for the Stars CP Conference. Said 
Kenitz, “These were two moms with kids, trying to put on a conference. I 
could certainly identify with them. I knew what they were trying to do and 
how difficult it is. I wanted to do what I could to help.” 
In July 2004, with the help of the IHA, Kenitz produced the four-day, 60+ 
presentations Fourth International Symposium on HBOT for Brain-Injured 
Children held at the Hyatt Regency in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
When Dr. Neubauer later withdrew from RFTS, the IHA immediately of-
fered to replacethe Neubauer slot with Dr. Harch. RFTS agreed, but it was-
n’t until the day of the conference itself that the IHA or Dr. Harch clearly 
understood the Harch lecture was an “optional” event that would take place 
only after the conference officially ended. 
RFTS co-founder Anna Marie Champion said, “When Neubauer dropped 
out, his slot was filled by a speech pathologist.” However, according to 
Kenitz, the IHA immediately guaranteed another speaker on HBOT the 
moment RFTS notified her Neubauer had withdrawn. Both Gray and 
Champion were asked repeatedly for an explanation of how a speech pa-
thologist’s presentation necessitated greater priority than hyperbaric oxy-
gen, particularly in light of RFTS stated goal of finding a cure for CP. 
No explanation was ever given. 
 
Harch Not Listed as a Speaker 
The IHA first guaranteed an HBOT presentation in late December or early 
January. Next, RFTS requested a copy of Dr. Harch’s Powerpoint presenta-
tion before he was officially accepted as an RFTS speaker. He submitted a 
100-slide Powerpoint presentation. There were four or five phone calls and 
an additional four or five emails between Harch, the IHA, and RFTS before 
Harch was accepted and finalized in early March. Even with all that com-
munication, it was never clear to either Dr. Harch or the IHA that his lec-
ture would only be after the conference officially ended. 
Additionally, he was the only speaker not listed by name on the roster of 
conference speakers. Instead, his lecture time was listed as an “Optional 
Question and Answer Session with: 
International Hyperbaric Association” and the “American Association of 
Pediatric Intensive Physical Therapy.” (source: RFTS registration material) 
The surprise discovery of the “optional” status on Saturday followed a 
Friday evening “Physicians Only” dinner given the night before where Dr. 
Harch was the only conference speaker not introduced. 
RFTS co-founder Cynthia Gray later said, “Anna Marie and I were sup-
posed to introduce all the speakers; however, a Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta person introduced [some of] the out of town speakers during some 
opening comments. Immediately I stood up, apologized, and thanked Dr. 
Harch for attending and traveling from out of town to participate.” 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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CHOA Speakers: Botox, Baclofen, and Rhizotomies 
While the stated goal of Reaching for the Stars is to find a cure for cerebral 
palsy, the overwhelming majority of conference speakers were conventional 
practitioners from CHOA who only advise parents to use conventional thera-
pies and interventions. Only the last speakers in the conference spoke on alter-
native therapies, which was a brief, 55-minute period of short presentations by 
four different speakers on Hippotherapy, Aquatic Therapy, Suit Therapy, and 
Biofeedback. 
Dr. Harch was allowed the very last five minutes to preview his lecture that 
followed the conclusion of the conference. In a post-conference email, Mrs. 
Gray stated, “We were able to squeeze in 5 more minutes for Dr. Harch once 
we knew he could attend. We were under no obligation of any kind to do so but 
wanted to. There is no gray area here. We were happy to have him and happy 
to have the IHA as a vendor.” 
 
Five Minutes for Harch, 20 Minutes for Champion and Gray. 
After Dr. Harch’s five minutes, the two Reaching for the Stars co-founders 
gave a lengthy 20 to 30 minute presentation on how the Reaching For The 
Stars Foundation came to be. Every parent in the room could certainly identify 
with the stories of their children, their heartache and disappointment, but most 
of the attendees already knew how RFTS started. 
Next, Champion and Gray introduced members of the RFTS board of directors, 
which includes Tina Black (an occupational therapist), Tim Oswald (CHOA 
orthopedic surgeon), Noreen Scott (a physical therapist), Melanie Sudge 
(another mother of a CP child), and Dr. Barbara Weissman (a pediatric neu-
rologist). 
Dr. Weissman is also an outspoken critic of HBOT, and said a peer-reviewed 
medical journal published an article about a CP child dying from hyperbaric 
oxygen (personal communication) but could not provide a specific reference to 
the article. A Medline (ncbi.nlm.nih.gov:80/entrez/query) search on the key-
words “palsy hyperbaric death” did not produce an article like Weissman de-
scribed. 
Dr. Weissman’s RFTS lecture “The Baclofen Pump, Botox and Other Injected 
Treatments: Considerations For Your Child” followed Dr. Brunstrom’s 
“Redefining the Future of Cerebral Palsy” lecture. 
 
Leland Albright on Medical Advisory Board 
In their concluding talk, Mrs. Champion and Mrs. Gray also discussed the crea-
tion of their medical advisory board. The one doctor they most wanted to lead 
the board was Leland Albright. 

Dr. Albright is a neurosurgeon at Pittsburgh Chil-
dren’s Hospital and is often spoken of as “the guru 
of Baclofen pumps” (source: Medtronic). Accord-
i n g  t o  D r .  A l b r i g h t ’ s  w e b  p a g e 
(www.neurosurgery.pitt.edu/faculty/al bright.html), 
he’s “published approximately 150 papers in refe-
reed journals;” however, a Medline keyword search 
of “Albright AL” yields just 125 references. Of 
those 125 papers 16 are about baclofen pumps. 
When asked the usual fee for a baclofen pump im-
plant, Dr. Albright responded, “Approximately 
three times the reimbursement fee of your predomi-
nant carrier.” 

According to Mrs. Champion and Mrs. Gray, they “researched all the most 
important people and decided the name Leland Albright should be at the top of 

(Continued from page 4) 

Oxygen is Optional Editorial their list.” Dr. Albright initially declined 
to serve on the Medical Advisory Board 
of RFTS; however, Champion and Gray 
persisted. Finally, they said, “Dr. Albright 
said ‘he’d serve on the board if they 
[RFTS] contacted and got this person and 
this person and this person and this per-
son to also serve.” 
The RFTS co-founders continued, “Dr. 
Albright hung up and probably thought 
he’d never hear from us again, but then 
we got “this person, this person, this per-
son, and this person to also serve. We 
called Dr. Albright back, and he had no 
choice but to join our board because we 
did everything he asked us to do.” 
 
Leland Albright: “I will do everything 
I can to prevent HBO from being of-
fered by [Medicaid] medicare in the 
U.S.” 
On September 3, 2002 Dr. Albright first 
contacted this author in an unsolicited 
email: 
Subject: HBO 
Date: Tue, 3 Sep 2002 12:21:39 -0400 
Thread-Topic:  HBO Thread-Index: 
AcJTZknBGf1AC1NBEcKbJPp845eEHg 
Rece ived :  f rom chpexch4 .chp .edu 
([151.195.6.208]) 
F r o m :  " A l b r i g h t ,  L e l a n d " 
<Leland.Albright@chp.edu> 
To: <dfreels@mindspring.com> 

Dear Mr. Freels, 
You do parents and patients a disservice 
by not knowing the results of the Cana-
dian HBO trial. It was the best designed 
and conducted study I have seen in the 
past 20 years and showed conclusively 
that HBO is not effective. It's "benefits" 
are reported by numerous parents and 
owners of HBO clinics, just as there are 
with placebo treatments of many incur-
able disorders. 
I will do everything I can to prevent HBO 
from being offered by medicare in the 
U.S. It drains dollars from treatments that 
have the potential to be truly helpful. 
Leland Albright, MD 
Chief of Pediatric Neurosurgery 
Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh 
 
Email Correspondence with Albright 
In good faith, this author made a number 
of efforts to more fully explain to Dr. 
Albright what really happened in the 
second Canadian (Collet) study. These 
included The Lancet’s acceptance letter 
to Collet--conditional upon Collet delet-
ing all references to placebo. Dr. Albright 

(Continued on page 6) 
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was also sent a literature review of every double-blind, 
placebo-controlled study for any treatment modality in 
cerebral palsy--which showed no placebo group ever 
experienced improvement--except in the second HBOT-
for-CP paper published by Collet and Hardy in Develop-
mental Medicine and Child Neurology (DMCN). DMCN 
is the official peer-reviewed medical journal of the 
American Academy of Cerebral Palsy and Developmen-
tal Medicine (AACPDM). 
Statements from Dr. Pierre Marois and Dr. Michel Va-
nasse (a pediatric neurologist) were also sent to Dr. Al-
bright. Marois and Vanasse were both original investiga-
tors in the Collet trial but have never been allowed to 
review the raw data gathered in the study. 
Over a year later on September 29, 2003, Dr. Albright 
finally replied: 
Priority: normal 
Subject: RE: HBO 
Date: Mon, 29 Sep 2003 15:45:26 -0400 
Thread-Topic: HBO 
thread-index: AcOCwHP /yx8KWDaeQouf64HBe8F/uwEAO 
qac 
Received: from chpexch3.chp.edu ([151.195.6.207]) 
From: "Albright, Leland" <Leland.Albright@chp.edu> 
To: "David Freels" <dfreels@mindspring.com> 

Dear Mr. Freels, 
My belief, like yours, is the same. I have read the arti-
cles but come to a different conclusion than you. In the 
opinion of the leaders of the AACPDM, the Canadian 
study provided definitive evidence that HBO has no 
long-term benefit. For most of us, the issue has been 
decided. If HBO were of therapeutic benefit, some phy-
sicians in the AACPDM would be championing it. 
Leland 
 
RFTS Founders Disrupt Harch’s Lecture 
After Mrs. Gray finished her presentation of “What is 
Reaching for the Stars,” she announced the conference 
was officially over. There was no reminder of the up-
coming Harch lecture, and none of the nearly 200 atten-
dees were encouraged to stay. As a result, only 20 to 30 
people stayed to see the only brain scans presented dur-
ing the entire day that showed functional improvement 
in the brain after any intervention. 
Even then, Cynthia Gray and her husband were both 
actually disrupting the presentation.  Mrs. Gray was 
engaged in a loud conversation at the doorway to the 
room. An audience member finally got up and closed the 
door. Mrs. Gray’s husband was busy packing away au-
dio and visual equipment. This author actually suggested 
to him that he sit down and listen. Several audience 
members commented later that it was unbelievably rude 
not only to Dr. Harch, but also to the audience members 
who had stayed. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 

RFTS: Oxygen Shortage as CP Cause Ended in 1897 
The CP Facts page at reachingforthestars.org/facts.htm states, 
“Because it seemed that many of these children were born 
following premature or complicated deliveries, [English sur-
geon William] Little suggested [in the 1860’s] their condition 
resulted from a lack of oxygen during birth. He proposed this 
oxygen shortage damaged sensitive brain tissues controlling 
movement. But in 1897, the famous psychiatrist Sigmund 
Freud disagreed. Noting that children with cerebral palsy often 
had other problems such as mental retardation, visual distur-
bances, and seizures, Freud suggested that the disorder might 
sometimes have roots earlier in life, during the brain's develop-
ment in the womb. ‘Difficult birth, in certain cases,’ he wrote, 
‘is merely a symptom of deeper effects that influence the de-
velopment of the fetus.’” 
 
IHA Demands Sponsorship Refund 
As a result of the optional, after-conference placement of the 
Harch lecture, IHA Representative Kenitz requested a refund 
from the Reaching for the Stars Foundation for IHA sponsor-
ship of the April 16th conference. 
So far, no check from the Reaching for the Stars Foundation 
has arrived in the IHA mailbox. 
In the final communication with RFTS, Mrs. Gray said, “We 
are doing our best for all children with CP and despite the 
offensive and untrue accusations put out there, your own chil-
dren will end up benefiting from what we are trying to accom-
plish in the way of research.” 
A click on “Research” at the Reaching for the Stars website 
(reachingforthestars.org/research.htm) yields the following 
page: 

Oxygen is Optional Editorial 
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 Comic CureComic CureComic Cure   

Nobody changes a bed faster than she does! 

Please Mr. Hernandez, make yourself at home! 



Gunnar Heuser, MD 

Kenneth Stoller, MD 

Michael Uszler, MD 

John Zhang, MD 

Paul Harch, MD 

Phil ip B. James,  MD 

David A. Steenblock, MD 

Ignacio Fojgel ,  MD 

Guiseppina Feingold, MD 

M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r s 

The International  
Hyperbarics Association is a 
coalition of doctors, parents, 
patients, corporate chamber-

industry professionals,  
hyperbaric center owners, 

and above all members who 
are committed to the cause of 

medical hyperbarics.   

Our members come to us 
from all geographical areas 
with one common goal— to 
share their knowledge and 
information regarding the 

latest hyperbaric news.   

Our driving force is our  
members, who are committed 
to do all we can “to give life 

to the world.”     

— “Mundo vitam dare” 
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Toll free: 877.IHA.USA1 
               (877.442.8721) 
 

Forms and 
newsletters are 
available online 

www.ihausa.org 
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